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Dialogues in Researching Law and Actors of Social Change

As a result of the EDOLAD summer school in North West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa, we are putting forward a special issue with the aim to engage with the wider Law and Development scholarship. Inspired by the summer school, we saw two key concepts which became apparent during the course of discussions and panel debates. The question of how we as researchers engage in research of lived experiences of law. At the center of this is the term ‘dialogue’; specifically dialogues between researchers and the researched, but also dialogues between systems of formal and informal normative orders, and between legal normative orders and people, organisations, institutions and collectives seeking social change. We use the term ‘actors of change’ inclusively, from grassroots activists to corporations or international development institutions.
Law and Development as a field has overlooked the relationship with the lived legal experiences of actors who seek to create change. In this special issue we would like to explore two interrelated issues: firstly the question of empirical methods used in researching law in action and in contexts of social change. Taking a critical perspective we challenge our roles as researchers.  As law and society scholars we enter into a dialogic with our research participants. This raises ethical and methodological questions of how do we, as (early career) researchers, engage with actors and collectives who work to address questions of social inequality and social justice. How do we understand informal normative practices that fall outside of traditional perspectives of ‘law’ existing in illegal or ‘a-legal’ domains? Where is the boundary between researcher and researched to be drawn? And in circumstances of social injustice can researchers ever be distant bystanders? 
Secondly, we ask the question of what law means in action to those who seek to create change. Within legal scholarship lived legal experiences are often over looked in favor of analyzing the normative orders. In this issue we wish to render visible people and practices often overlooked and see law starting from their perspective. Whilst law can empower, it can also act in violent ways, repressing and restricting the voice and agency of these actors.  As discussed, we can see how law allows for inclusion but also creates spaces for exclusion. Law can be found in understandings and practices of people interacting in its shadow, in the claims they make for legal redress of injustices, and in the often coercive power exercised to enforce lawful order. In refocusing our analytical gaze on actors we move beyond a focus on state-centered laws. Instead we see complex and overlapping jurisdictions; emergent systems of global norms, localised customary laws and informal practices, which act in dialogue with state laws and play a role in shaping the voice and agency for actors of change. 
We would like papers to respond to the following potential themes and questions: 
How can Law and Development scholarship define or understand actors of change? Do all actors of change seek justice or to address inequality? Is change always just?
How we investigate law’s role in response to societal concerns (e.g., law and development); and conversely what are tensions between actors’ (or communities) needs, development goals or organising rules and state laws? How do actors collectivise to challenge legal normative orders or dominant narratives and discriminatory practices?
What role do technological advancements or rapidly changing (global) systems play in affecting law/how actors are able to create change? 
What is the role of Law and Development scholars? What role can researchers play in making certain actors visible and others less so? How do we as researchers make ‘visible’ overlooked actors? Should we? How can scholars work toward a theory of change in conducting L&D research?
We hope the wider EDOLAD community feel they can draw from their own theoretical and empirical research to contribute to this special issue. EDOLAD scholars have worked across a variety of topics and fields, and sites of research across the global south. 
We will announce the deadlines for the abstracts and final papers shortly.

Special Issue Steering Committee

Kirandeep Kaur
Maria Jose Recalde-Vela
Ben Grama
Rimma Grishmanovskaya
Narita Roy Chaudhuri 

image1.png
l_‘_»l
TILBURG & Eﬁ?ﬁf + UNIVERSITY
.

*
Understanding Society




image2.png
2

-EDOLAD-




